
Canvas for Parents/Guardians

Quick Start Guide 

Canvas is our learning management system for our students and has many features for 

parents, so we created this guide to help you minimize the learning curve. 

Account 
Click here to change your 
settings and notifications.

Dashboard 
Your main view of your 
student’s courses and 
quick access to grades 
and calendar.

Courses 
Click here to view all 
courses and to set 
which courses you want 
to appear on the 
dashboard.

Calendar 
Click here to view 
assignments and other 
events on a calendar.

Inbox 

This is not our 
recommended method 
of contact with your 
student’s teachers

Activity Stream 

To view the activity stream, 
click here to toggle 
between the Dashboard 
and Activity Stream. The 
activity stream shows 
activity for all your Canvas 
courses. 

Help 

Click here to search the 
Canvas Guides for help 
documents and videos 
created by Canvas.

Course Card Settings 

Click here to change 
the color of the course 
cards and rename the 
courses with your 
student’s name. 

Coming Up 
Here you can see a quick 
view of the some of the 
upcoming assignments for 
your student. 

View Grades 
Click here to view your 
student’s individual 
assignment grades/
status in each course. 
Overall grades are 
housed in MiStar.

Dashboard 



Canvas for Parents 

Quick Start Guide 

By clicking on the Account menu you can set your notifications and settings to 

customize your Canvas experience.

Account 

Account 

Click here to access 
your account settings. 
Then click either 
Settings or Notifications 
to set your personal 
preferences.

You can add other 
contact methods: 
alternate emails or cell 
phone numbers where 
you can receive 
notifications.

You can set your 
notification frequency 
preferences for each of 
the categories.
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You can view all of your student’s current courses, as well as, past courses from the 

Courses menu. Click on the star next to each course to add it to your Dashboard. To 

remove a course from your Dashboard, click the star again.

Courses 

Courses 
Click here to activate the 
courses menu. Then 
click All Courses to view 
the full list of current and 
past courses.

Choose which courses 
you’d like to appear on 
your dashboard by 
clicking on the star by 
each course.

You can only access 
courses that teachers 
have published. 
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You can view all of your student’s upcoming assignments and events from each of 

their courses. Note – there is a 10 course ‘limit’ of calendars that can be shown. Not 

all courses may be displayed.

Calendar 

Calendar 
Click here to view 
upcoming assignments.

Choose which calendars 
you want to see by 
clicking the colored box 
next to each course to 
activate or deactivate 
that course calendar.

Click on each event to 
see more details.




